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charters ; and by their memory and their ardour they
made things far from comfortable for the burgo-
masters and patricians who held the government of
the towns. Especially was their power felt by the
arrogant and dissolute clergy, whose property they
confiscated and devoted to public purposes, and
whose churches and monasteries they converted into
almshouses and schools.

It is necessary to realize the absolute moral cor-
ruption of the priests, monks, and nuns, in order to
comprehend the anger of the populace, and to ex-
cuse the excesses into which they were led by their
righteous zeal. Nor must it be forgotten that the
people had groaned under the Vehmic Tribunal,
which persecuted heretics, and that they had beheld
Christians burn their fellow-Christians for the glory
of God.

Already, early in the century, Dr. Johann Bugen-
hagen had been elected Bishop of the Lutheran
Hanseatic cities, and their need for such an office
gives us an indication of their numbers and impor-
tance. Bugenhagen was a man specially suited to
work out the reform of doctrines and to set in order
church affairs, and this work he performed for the
whole of Northern Germany and Denmark. The
new movement gathered strength. It advanced like
a mighty ocean with resistless power. Only Liibeck,
of all the northern cities, remained untouched by the
storms beating around it. True to its stubbornly
conservative character it continued longer than the
rest faithful to the Roman hierarchy. But even
Liibeck had to yield. The pressure to which it gave